
CORE FUNCTIONS OF ABORIGINAL COMPREHENSIVE PRIMARY HEALTH CARE

Aboriginal comprehensive primary health includes the following core services:

Clinical Services

a) Primary clinical care such as treatment of illness using standard treatment protocols, 24 hour emergency care, provision of essential drugs and management of chronic illness.

b) Population health / preventative care such as immunisation, antenatal care appropriate screening and early intervention, STD and other communicable diseases control.

c) Clinical support systems such as pharmaceutical supply system and a comprehensive health information system.

Support Services

a) Internal to the health service
· Staff training and support such as AHW training, cross cultural orientation, continuing education 

· Management systems that are adequately resourced, financially accountable and include effective recruitment and termination practices.

· Adequate infrastructure at the community level such as staff housing and clinic facilities, functional transport facilities 

b) External to the health service
· appropriate visiting specialists and allied health professionals

· medical evacuation or ambulance services

· access to hospital facilities

· costs of transport and accommodation to access specialist and ancillary care 

· tertiary education and training

Special Programs

Resources should be made available for community initiated activities dealing with the underlying causes of ill health and population health programs which seek to promote good health and prevent poor health. Communities should determine their own priorities. These programs require community action or agency to have any chance of success. 

They could include areas such as:

· Substance misuse

· Nutrition

· Emotional and social well being

· Environmental health

· Oral health

· Special services aimed at particular target groups such as youth, frail aged, and disabled people, men’s health and women’s health, young mothers, schoolchildren etc. 

Advocacy and Policy Development

Advocacy and policy development activities provide opportunities for communities and organizations to advocate for their health needs and contribute to the development of policy that effects their health care.


